Writing a Personal Statement

What will you have to write a personal statement for?
- Applications
-Scholarships
-If your grades are not the best, but you really want to get accepted to the school
-Certain programs within a school
-This is your chance to tell about yourself (remember all the school knows of you is your transcript, ACT score, and application information) 


What should you include in your personal statement?
(Do some research about the school or program if you need help!)
-What makes you stand out?
-Why do you want to go to school there?
-Why would you be a good fit at that school?
-What major life experiences have you had that make you who you are?
-What made you choose your major?
-If your grades or ACT are not the best, why, and what are you going to do differently if accepted to the school?
-What activities or organizations have you been involved in, and what have you done with them?
-What do you want to do when you graduate from their school?






Example Personal Statement Questions
-Tell us about yourself. Describe interests and accomplishments which are not indicated elsewhere on the application. Tell us more about professional aspirations, intellectual interests, and personal experiences relevant to the choice of a specific academic program at our school.

- Evaluate a risk you have taken, the result, and what you learned from the experience. 

-Explore your definition of creativity and how you have applied it to a real-life situation. 

-Describe a specific accomplishment, experience or community service project and its influence on you.

-Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

-Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

-Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

-Describe a character in diction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

-A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

-Describe what it means to be an American citizen. 
Remember: Schools are grading you on your writing skills as well. Proofread and have someone else proofread!!!
